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EQUAL FOR ALL…THROUGH THE RULE OF LAW 

The rule of law is a founding principle of our United States Constitution. Although not explicitly stated in 

such stark terms, the social contract between the people and our government is underpinned by the 

belief and expectation that John Adams so accurately described in his co-drafted 1780 Massachusetts 

Constitution. John Adams declared, “To the end it may be a government of laws and not of men.”1  

Since the creation of the Declaration of Independence, which declared “that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,”2 we have relied upon the equal application of the law to ensure 

the liberties afforded in our founding documents, including the Amendments to the Constitution, are 

protected for one and all.  

As retired Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy once declared in his 2009 commencement address 

at Stanford University, “Freedom is the birthright of all. When we help others find freedom, we save our 

own. Now, two people or two million people or two billion people cannot enjoy freedom without rules. 

So freedom goes hand in hand with law.”3 In other words, our freedom is predicated on the equal 

application of the rule of law.  

A great body of work declares, supports and reinforces the idea that the rule of law is a bedrock 

principle of our government. It is understood there are instances where the rule of law, is challenged, 

ignored, or disregarded. And when the rule of law is not upheld through our systems of checks and 

balances, our liberties, such as freedom of speech, right to peacefully assemble, right to unreasonable 

search and seizure, right not to be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law, and 

right to a public trial by impartial jury, are at risk of being diminished or severely altered.  

A few years ago, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) targeted specific entities due to their political 

relations. Some “conservative groups accused the IRS of targeting organizations with such words as “Tea 

Party” or “patriots” when they applied to the agency for tax-exempt status starting in 2010”4. Although 

the government, and more specifically, individual employees of the IRS denied the allegations, a 

subsequent investigation determined the IRS did target the groups that complained. However, it was 

also noted the IRS targeted groups that were considered liberal too. The end result was that liberties 

were adversely impacted through the actions of a few government employees, who seemed to 

disregard the rule of law!  

The rule of law is essential in preserving the liberties and freedoms Americans enjoy today. Due to the 

rule of law, everyone is treated equally. Although the rule of law has sometimes been abused, 

fortunately, in the United States, the systems of checks and balances, implemented through our three 

equal branches of government, has upheld the rule of law equally in order to safeguard our most 

important ideals…Our Liberties!  
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